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BY 

DOCTOR FROG 


Hi-ya kids, Hi-ya Hi-ya! Doctor Frog 
here and happy to be back in the 
Whovian Times. I have had so much 
mail while i've been away and 
thought 1 would share some of it with 
you. As you will read, I have some 
good news and some bad news, but 
we can take it, can't we? I hope An- 
drew Beech doesn't croak (no pun in- 
tended) when he reads this (and I 
know he, along with all the British fans, 
are waiting with baited breath). OK, 
here goes... 

Dear Editor; 

l am sick and tired of so-called fans 
such as Andrew Beech criticizing the 
new series and laying all the blame 
at the feet of John Nathan-Turner. I 
have written calm, reasoned letters to 
various Doctor Who magazines in the 
past on this subject, but to no avail. I 
now believe that it's time for me to get 
a little more emotion into my presen- 
taion. Hopefully, this will be printed in- 
to the Whovian Times, 

It seems to me that Mr. Beech needs 
two things: a strong serving of humili- 
ty, and a chance to watch Robot, let 
me dissect his “analysis" of the new 
season point by point. 

“Pontomine Antics" “the Doctor grin- 
ning inanely, prancing and doing 
prana I is ever non-existent obstacles.,.' 
Robot featured the Tom Baker Doctor 
offering a jelly baby to Harry and 
snatching it back when Harry con- 
tradicts him. Nonsense worthy of Mr, 
McCoy after the regeneration, three 
or four bizarre costumes, the Doctor 
skipping rope, and (when the Doctor 
first sees the TARDIS) a wide-mouthed 
expression of shocked joy that would 
embarrass any acting teacher, Yet Mr. 
Beech loves what he remembers of 
Tom Baker and can't stand McCoy, 
Perhaps absence does make the 
nose grow longer. 

"...uttering lines such as ’absence 
makes the nose grow longer'.,." Does 
he remember Tom Baker's 
"Vapourization without representaion 
is against the Constitution" and If you 
can't stand the cold, get out of the 
freezer"? Or Jon Pertwee's less inven- 
tive but equally inane jokes about the 
Planet Delphon in Spearhead from 
Spaed? Personalty, I have heard lines 
similar to or worse than “time and tide 
melts the snowman", and not just from 
the JNT era, 

'The bright colors, the starry cast, and 
the glitzy 'production values'.., over- 
bright lights have been a fault.every 
program made in color, notably The 
Mind of Evil, Robot (yes, I do keep 
coming back to it). The Invisible 
Enemy, The Horns of Nimon, and 
Timefllght. Also, he contradicts himself; 
how do tinsel sets fit with glitzy pro- 
duction values? 

“I atribute its early success to the in- 
tegrity with which the central 
character was played..." The “integri- 
ty" began to vanish with Patrick 
Troughton's comic portrayal and 
send-up of William Hartnell's 
seriousness, Mr. Beech would pro- 
bably have strongly criticized the first 
regeneration, saying that Mr. 
iroughton was "making a cheap joke 
of the role." 
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'The introduction of guest stars makes 
It impossible for the audience to sus- 
pend its disbelief any longer," Why 
does the fact that a person is well 
known mean that hefehe can't act? 
Listing the guest stars of the JNT era 
will include definitely a few hams, but 
inept acting has existed among the 
unknowns in the series. And if one 
wishes to criticize inept star acting, 
one should go back to An Unearthly 
Child and William Russell's stumble in 
the scrapyard. 

Also, Mr. Beech slanderously attacks 
the fifth Doctor. Preference of a Doc- 
tor is exceedingly subjective, so t shall 
try not to argue on this point. However, 
since he comments on the acting of 
all the recent Doctors, let me slate 
again that he must have a short 
memory. 

"Producer John Nathan-Turner has 
placed his own light entertainment in- 
terpretation upon the programme..." 
His memory is even shorter than I 
thought, JNT's interpretation of the 
programme could equally well have 
been the biting black-comedy satire 
of the often-criticized 22nd season, or 
the true SF bent of the 18th season, if, 
however, those were merely Eric 
Seward's (of which Mr. Beech had ap- 
parently seen only one episode) is 
Andrew Cartmell's. He can't win either 
way 

’And the viewing figures show that this 
approach is not Dooutar." JNT has 
pulled in ratings of up to 10 million, 
and even the 24th season is reaching 
5 million on the average against Cor- 
onation Street. Mr, Beech is complete- 
ly wrong. 

“A case point is villainess Kate 
O'Mara, who last played the Rani.., in 
austere makeup and utilitarian 
leather costume. This week she reap- 
peared in full Dynasty hairdo, 
shoulder pads and lurex." So? JNT 
produced both of the Rani stories, 
and should he really be held respon- 
sible for the character's costumes? 
JNT is under attack from all sides; he 
was derided a while back for not 
having his Doctors or the Master 
change their costumes. 

Basicafiy. I believe that Mr Beech and 
his fellow “true fans" are out on a limb. 
If they deluge you with letters cover- 
ing exactly the same territory as Mr. 
Beech's, please ignore them and 
save space for the other letters with 
differing viewpoints. Well all be bet- 
ter off. 

BY 

Jonathan Blum 
Rockville, MD 


Gentlemen, 

I have been a DWFCA member for 
some time now. During that time, I 
have written several letters respon- 
ding to the views expressed by others 
who write in. Of them ail, not one was 
printed. This tetter is in response to the 
views expressed in the last issue con- 
cerning the state of Doctor Who to- 
day 1 am responding to the letter writ- 
ten by British attorney Andrew Beech 
which appeared first in the London 
Daily Mail. Mr, Beech is rather 
outspoken with his opinion of Doctor 
Who and the newest Doctor Sylvester 
McCoy. He is quick to blast what he 
calls "pantomime antics" being per- 
formed by the McCoy Doctor. The 
“regenerated buffoon is making a 
“cheap joke" of the character, he 
says. That i find rather interesting 
because it sounds exactly like the sort 
of useless whining that countless so- 
called ’Ians" engage in every time 
someone who doesn't fit their con- 
cept of the perfect Doctor is chosen 
for the role 

Mr. Beech, however, goes beyond the 
limitations of ordinary bellyaching. He 
has the unmitigated gal! to condemn 
Tom Baker's period as the Doctor as 
too tong, Davison's Doctor as “a 
watered down character", and Col- 
in Baker as a "ham". 


Mr. Beech also takes an entire 
paragraph to describe the many 
honored and revered individuals 
comprising his lot (the DWAS), as if his 
opinions are more qualified than 
those of others. 

Today, I am hearing two reports on 
the state of Doctor Wna One seems to 
predict its death, the other declares 
it alive and well and doing better 
than ever. We are being showered 
with accounts of the newest Doctor's 
rejection, while John Nathan-Turner 
continues to spout his cheery ac- 
counts of the newest episodes. 

If the Doctor fades from our screens, 
it will be a very sad event, to be seen 
as the greatest waste the science- 
fiction community will ever know. Pro- 
grams meet their doom because 
they run out of material and lose au- 
dience appeal. This can not happen 
to the Doctor, a character who has ali 
eternity and the infinity of space to ex- 
plore, and thirteen lives in which to do 
it. 

If it becomes necessary to establish 
an enemy common to all tans of Doc- 
tor Who, I can think of one no better 
suited for that purpose than BBC con- 
troller Michael Grade. He is the single 
greatest threat to Doctor Who today 
He refuses to recognize fans of the 
program as a legitimate market, call- 
ing them a plethora of names while 
he institutes restrictions upon the pro- 
gram that would destroy any other 
show. Remember, it was he who fired 
Colin Baker for no other reason than 
his close-minded decision that three 
years is as long as one should portray 
the Doctor. It was also done while ig- 
noring the fact that Colin had not 
worked for eighteen months due to a 
halt in production that was Grade's 
doing in the first place! 

Of all the disappointing events of late, 
the one I find most contemptible is the 
clamor and complaining generated 
by the new Doctor's appearance, i 
am not a lawyer or a doctor or a bar- 
rister. I do not hold a degree that I use 
to make my opinions appear more 
meaningful. I am merely a college 
student who happens to enjoy the 
adventure and escapism of a 
science-fiction program that knows 
no bounds. And yet, as I sit here ! can- 
not believe that no one has realized 
that nobody is an authority on Doc- 
tor Who The character, by virtue of the 
very nature, so transcends the limita- 
tions of definition that it doesn't mat- 
ter if his accent is British or Scottish, It 
makes no difference what he looks 
like or whether he is serious or quirky 

There are qualities inherent every in- 
carnation of the Doctor which define 
his essence, but there is no way to pro- 
perly define the person. 

If there is one point on which Mr. 
Beech and I agree, it is that Doctor 
Who does not need glitz and glitter to 
draw its audience. John Nathan- 
Turner did much to boost the ap- 
pearance of Doctor Who on the sur- 
face. This is evident by the marked 
change in the atmosphere of the pro- 
gram starting with Tom Baker's last 
season. Over the years, however, I feel 
that the quality of the writing, the 
magical web that is usually spun 
around the Doctor, has suffered with 
the apparently increased budget for 
"tinsel." 

it really is not necessary. We ail found 
Doctor Who quite enjoyable despite 
the cheesy special effects. 

In conclusion, there are qualities 
about the Doctor which appeal to us 
all. Some are constants and can be 
found in ail of the incarnations. Others 
are peculiar only to one actor and his 
portrayal and are approved or 
disapproved of depending upon an 
individual's preference. However, if 
people aren't wilting to accept a new 
face and personality, then the Doctor 
is In danger of one day dematerializ- 
ing forever. Nicholas Courtney's 
Brigadier said of the Doctor, "Wonder- 
ful chap-all of them." Let us try to 
remember the truth ot that statement, 


Doctor Who has graced the science 
fiction screen for twenty-five years. If 
we let him be, he will easily live 
another twenty-five. 

By 

Troy Thomas 
St. Louis, MO 

Hey-ya kids, take it easy on Andy; he 
is a lawyer, y'know! Anywha . the good 
news is, Michael Grade is no longer 
with the BBC: Three cheers! He's with 
the competition now, probably 
screwing up their best programs 

(maybe not). Oh well, good riddance 
to bad ribbits. And ney, what's the 
matter with a little glitz? I mean, look 
at me! What's wrong with glitz if the 
characters and stories are good? 
We're headed into the Twenty-First 
Century bays and girls; this ain't black 
and white TV. We're talking BBC Televi- 
sion.., state of the art capabilities, if 
you've got it, flaunt it! 

Believe me, one of J NTs strong suits 
is budget; he wouldn't do anything to 
harm nis precious budget (1 know 
because he wanted me and Roger 
Rabbit to make a special guest ap- 
pearance this season, but wouldn't 
cough up the extra dough our agents 
wanted). Yeah, magic ain't got nuthin' 
to do with "tinsel". 

The quality in the writing goes from 
the writers brain to higher hand. 
Maybe some writing has suffered 
some, but looking back (speaking 
strictly about “glitz", mind you), I love 
the ’§litz" progression from Doctor to 
Doctor, Like it's totally necessary so as 
not to get stuck in a time warp, know 
what I mean? 

Dear Doctor Frog, 

Hope this letter finds you happily still 
jumping around the cosmos. In fact, 

I hope This letter finds you, period! 
Where have you been and why 
haven't you been in the Times? 

t feit realty bad when I heard my 
fellow Whovians in Tampa and 
Fbrtland lost the Doctor in their air- 
waves. But then, I felt really, really bad 
when I lost him on mine, WGBH Chan- 
net 2 in Boston has faithfully carried 
Doctor Who for eight years now and 
has suddenly taken the program off 
the air. i can hardly believe this has 
happened to supposedly one of the 
most powerful PBS stations in 
America. 

Why? How? What can we do about it? 
Should we boycott the station; make 
nasty calls? Seriously, I'm a child-adult 
who's had his eight year fix taken 
away and I feel miserable. Please 
help, 

A devout fan, 

Jimmy Nathanson 
Boston, Mass, 

Ah, those fans... I love 'em! First, don't 
boycott the station. Remember, 
WGBH-TV is one of the premier PBS sta- 
tions in the country and they bring you 
fabulous programming: Nova, 
American Experience, Victory 
Garden and my favorite. Sesame 
Street.. .to name a few. And surely 
you're above making nasty phone 
calls and have better things to do 
with your time,., don't you? 

I heard this from a fly on the wall at 
Channel 2(in Boston) and the fact is, 
they just couldn't come to financial 
terms with Lionheart (you've heard of 
those hearts from Lion, haven't you?). 
There's only so much of a budget for 
non-PBS produced programming 
and Doctor Who keeps going up in 
price and I think there was also 
something about not being able to 
just purchase the new series without 
having to buy two more runs of Tom 
Baker?! 


Well, the fly said, all things con- 
sidered, WGBH decided not to re-new 
their contract and thus DOCTOR WHO 
would be removed from the powerful 
Massachusetts air waves. 1 know how 
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upset you must feel; I was so upset at 
the horrible news this cute, juicy little 
fly brought me... ! ate him! 

Now, there is a new, very capable 
and I'm told bright Program Director 
coming to WGBH. May! suggest you 
write a letter to him and urge more 
negotiations with Lionheart (in fact 
the rest of the country might even 
write a letter to him because WGBH- 
TV is so powerful in the PBS communi- 
ty, other stations may follow suit). 
Pledge your support to the station 
(you are a member I trust) and tell him 
how important Doctor Who is to the 
area. His name is Kevin Harris, Pro- 
gram Director, WGBH-7V, 125 Western 
Avenue, Boston, MA 02134. 

Dear Doctor Frog, 

i have been to many conventions 
where there have been guests from 
the Doctor Who series there In fact, I 
have met all the living Doctors and 
even the late great Patrick Troughton. 
You (or your human counter-part) are 
the only Doctor I've never met, Why is 
it that Tom Baker does not do conven- 
tions? When the question was put to 
Mr. Troughton, all he could say was, 
"it's a wonderful fraternal feeling we 
Doctors share, even though we poke 
tun at each other all the time. I don't 
understand why Tom chooses not to 
be involved". 

1 would really like to meet you one 
day and I'm sure there are others who 
share the same feeling. Please come 
out of seclusion from Doctor Who 
fandom. 

Sincerely, 

Chi-Chi Wang 
Los Angeles, CA 

Dear Chi-Chi, 

I hesitate to speak for Tom because 
as you note, I'm only his frog counter- 
part. ! can tell you that DWFCA has an 
entire file of letters written to Bakers' 
agent that have not ever been 
answered! This leads one to beleive 
there is a redl problem with his agent; 
quite possibly thinking the image is 
not good for Torres career (ribbit- 
ruubbish, I say). 

In addition to this, there have, in fact, 
been conventions that Tom Baker has 
been part of (mostly put on by Spirit 
of Lite in Chicago) and he charges a 
pretty penny to be a guest. Perhaps 
othe convention promoters shy away 
from him because of the money in- 
volved. I think Tom likes the fans, at 
least he's been very, very nice at the 
conventions I've hopped to see There 
was one in San Jose (Timecon) he 
came to tor free and was a joy; 
however, there was another he came 
to in Boston and was paid a fortune 
where he was outright rudel How do 
you figure that? I Think he's just ill- 
advised by his agent (from my point 
of view, she's got fat., ankles, anywhol). 
May I suggest you take the second 
best avenue and ring my agent? 

On a more serious note, in behalf of 
the Doctor Who Fan Club of America, 
who plans to continue convention ac- 
tivity in 1989 (as you will read in this 
issue), I would like to invite Tom to a 
DWFCA sponsored convention. Just 
call me, Tom, and i'll make all the pro- 
per arrangements; 303-293-2228; ask 
for Doctor Frog! 

Dear Whoquarters, 

I have read what Mr. Beech has writ- 
ten. I have read what Roger Craft has 
written. 

I have read what ever the name of 
the kid from Australia who was the 
President of their fan club wrote (you 
know, the one who saw Colin Baker's 
"Twin Dilema" and began saying, “I 
can't go on,..!) Additionally., I've read 
what Gary levy has written in his Doc- 
tor Who Bulletin gossip magazine, 1 
feel very sorry for these boys who ob- 
viously have deep-rooted inferiority 
complexes and seem to have totally 
missed the point of Doctor Who. 


1 am an American who happened to 
be fortunate enough to have been 
living in London through the sixties. I 
have been watching and taping 
Doctor Who since the very first 
episode, when my Doctor, William 
Hartnell first graced the tube. 

Although I have moved around the 
globe rve always I managed to keep 
up with my Timelord. I have seen 
each Doctor's first episodes. I have 
watched, disliked, liked, and finally 
gotten used to each incarnation's lit- 
tle ideosyncrasies. I have grown up 
with Doctor Who and all the con- 
troversy that has always surrounded 
the series. 

Anyone who is or has been into Doc- 
tor Who can't help but become in- 
volved in the controversy, including 
myself. I remember being outraged 
when Troughton first regenerated in- 
to the Doctor. Hartnell always has 
been and always will be my Doctor. 
However, there is more to Doctor Who 
than who my Doctor is, or who your 
Doctor is, or even what the new Doc- 
tor is like. All that is really not the point 
of Doctor Who 

Recently. I saw the very first Sylvester 
McCoy version of the Doctor. My ef- 
figy will probably be hanged by 
those boys who are die-hard fprtwee 
fans or those ladies who are googlie- 
eyed for Tom Baker but I have to say 
McCoy's first story ’Time and the Rani", 
is the strongest first ever. Fteriod. While 
there were some unfortunate "loop- 
holes", shall we say, because the 
weakness of the regeneration, the 
story was hot and McCoy played it 
like he was an old pro. The costuming 
was brilliant and, while I really didn't 
care much for the incidental music it 
was new, it was happening! i found 
Doctor * 7 to be cunning, compas- 
sionate. quick with his mind and 
tongue and feet! While his costume is 
totally off the wall, really, what does 
one wear while travelling through 
time, space and society in a little blue 
box? McCoy and his Doctor are real 
cerebral goof-baits and I love it. The 
new Doctor has brought a wonderful 
humour and put the Tun back to the 
series (if that's what you're looking for) 
and upholds the terrific entertain- 
ment level that has never left Doctor 
Who in 25 years. 

And that, my fellow Whovians, is the 
point. 


O JlME 

APSULE 

TO BE OPENED... 


A time capsule is going to be open- 
ed in Austin, Texas at the Harry Ran- 
som Humanities Research Center! Of 
course, the event won't actually take 
place until sometime in June 2088. 

Connie Crouch spearheaded the 
event. She gathered artifacts from the 
Doctor Who series, from the WHO pro- 
duction office, memorabilia from col- 
lectors, booksetc. from fans, and mer- 
chandise relating to the series, She 
and her group of merry Whovians 
then ceremoniously placed a letter in 
the capsule, addressed to the 
future. .hopefully future fans of Doctor 
Who! The letter explained what all the 
contents were about (imagine their 
delight at the Doctor Who Ther- 
maidynamic button) and a brief 
senario about what the Doctor is all 
about. 

All in all. it was good fun and a good 
story for the media. Unfortunately, the 
local PBS affiliate, KLRU-TV stilt will not 
be renewing their contract for the 
Doctor Who series for lack of funds for 
the price of the show, 




For ail you Peter Davison fan. ..Peter is 
doing a series called 'Albert Cam- 
pion" set in the 1930's and mt /ina on. 
He is the main character, Aib ,-rt Cam- 
pion, who is sort of a mixture belween 
Sherlock Holmes and Ms. Marpte The 
series is based on the many books 
written by Margery Allingham (she 
wrote from 1933 to 1966). There are 
two, one hour films for each of AH- 
ingham's books. Peter will just be 
finishing book number 4 by 
December of '88 (this mec is there 
must be lots more to be $ lot next 
year). For you, buffs of Bri sh film, 
Timothy West and Andrew Burt are 
regulars in the series. Channel 2 
(WGBH-TV) in Boston has purchased 
the series and will begin its run Oc- 
tober of '89. Undoubtedly, other PBS 
affiliates will follow suit, however; a 
call or letter to your local PBS program 
director letting him/her know f ’Albert 

Campion" will help. 

lastly, Peter's "A Very Peculiar ractice" 
made such a hit with the Brits that re- 
runs began on BBC1 November 7, 
1988! As most of you know, re-runs are 
not the norm for BEEB 


t feel (I hope) Doctor Who's future is 
secure, for through all the controver- 
sy, it is still wonderful entertainment! 

Sincerely yours, 

Dylan Forbes 
USA 

Dear Dylan, 

As you may know, the BBC has always 
been known for quality programming 
throughout the world: both television 
and radio. 

Up until the Michael Grade era, Aun- 
tie Beeb would have rather produc- 
ed programs that a few million peo- 
ple absolutely adored and watched 
(like Masterpiece Theater, Upstairs- 
Downstairs, Doctor Who, etc.) rather 
than produce a program that ten 
million people kind of liked and sort 
of watched; like Wheel of Fortune. 
Quality entertainment has always 
been their forte; You are a man of ob- 
vious taste and depth, Although I per- 
sonally have my own thoughts about 
Doctor Ferret, you undoubtedly get 
the point! 

Who's yours. 

Doctor Frog 
Gullifry 


THE LI OW FEASTS ON 
IT’S YOUNG 

Great Rassilon's spirit, that is a horrible 
sounding title! But it's true Twas late in 
November, Earth year 1988 (close to 
the Silver Anniversary of you know 
Who) and the new King of the Jungle 
strutted into lionheart's main (and 
now only) offices in New York City, 
"Lions and Lioness", said the King, 
"we're a flop. Even lowly fan clubs 
laugh at us. Doctor Who is being 
cancelled all around us. We need a 
change and you all are fired!" No 
more Frank Miller, President; no more 
Ray Krafft, Vice President; no more 
Brian Sloman, in charge of special 
projects and Doctor Who. Oh well, 
fear not. There will be new Lions com- 
ing out of the jungle, ready to 
sharpen claws and feast on television 
stations, conventions, tans and yes, 
fan club presidents. Since the Doctor 
Who Fan Club of America began in 
October of 1981 (officially March 
1982, but secretly in '81) there have 
been over fifteen "Lions" that have 
come and gone (even a Lioness or 
two!). Pity, 

Hopefully, the new Lions will see the 
light through the jungle trees, 
Hopefully they wifi understand what 
makes Who tick in America...it's us, all 
of us. It's a self-perpetuating, self pro- 
moting entity. As for DWFCA, we're 
thankful to be a part of it and (as 
usual when a new regime comes In) 
we'll welcome them and offer any 
assistance we can possibly give that 
will help Doctor Who. We hope the 
new Lion wants to play nice but if 
not... 
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The Whovian Times is published and 
printed for the soul pleasure of Doc- 
tor Who fans everywhere although 
other people may read the Whovian 
Times as well. However, no portion of 
this newsletter may be reprinted, 
reproduced, or sold without the ex- 
press written approval of an officer of 
he Doctor Who Fan Club of America, 
nc. We would like to thank everyone 
who wrote, worked or contributed to 
this issue (Colin Baker, Jeremy Ben- 
tham, R Watkins, John Mahoney), 
Whoquarter's Staff, all the write-ins 
and our Charter Chapters to name a 
few. We would furthermore like to 
thank all the PBS affiliates who con- 
tinue to carry the Doctor Who series 
and pledge our support in any way 
possible, Hoping your holiday season 
is and always will be a happy, healthy 
and prosperous one 



CO-FOUNDERS, DWFCA, INC. 
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HIGH FASHION AND ICE HOT... THE 
REAL MCCOY 


Just a tew short words regarding the 
25th Season: By the time you read this 
publication, the twenty-fifth season 
will have passed. As you have read 
from Jeremy Bentham's article, the 
season opener, "Remembrance of 
the Daleks" was a memorable one. 
However, at the time Jeremy sent his 
article to us, he had only seen two (of 
the four) episodes. "Remembrance" 
now stands firmly as a classic WHO 
and undoubtedly the strongest 
season opener ever (not just my opi- 
nion), Basic story line: two menacing 
(and seperate] forces of Daleks show 
up in London, November 1963, look- 
ing for The Hand of Omega (a 
Timelord artifact used by Godfrey's 
Solar Engineer, Omega). Somehow, 
the Doctor had it but lost it in 
Foreman's scrap yard! The two fac- 
ions of Daleks vie for the artifact while 
■he Doctor holds off the army from 
shooting at, and distracting the 
aleks. Lots of action, and the Daleks 
r 3 chilling as ever (partly due to the 
;v:l Dalek voices of John Leeson, Roy 
Shelton, Royce Mills and the incom- 
parable Brian Miller), 

The Happiness Patrol" was the se- 
ond story to Pe produced Put the 
last to air, The WAY-OFF-THE-WALL story 
everything from painting the TARDIS 
.link to the seven foot licorice "Can- 
dy Man", "Happiness" was filmed en- 
;eiy in the studio and is about the 
Sierra Alpha Colony where happiness 
is the absolute law! Mind boggling. 

"Silver Nemesis" is a one part, ninety- 
minute-type-special that aired on 
Doctor Who's birthday, November 23, 
1988 (his Silver Anniversary, as it were). 
Everyone we know in the UK was an 
attendee at some party that night, 
drinking in this wonderfully con- 
ceived story. It is set in England, both 
present day and in the year 1638. The 
Cybermen are back, but like never 
before Really there’s only one word to 
describe the new Cybermen: 
menacing, ornery, vicious, mean and 
ruthless! They even look more shiny 
and metallic than ever before, not to 
mention they've re-toughened up a 
bit and are a bit more impervious to 
things like bullets! Their Cybership (set 
at Greenwich Gas Works) is also spec- 
tacular. The story revolves around a 
statue called Nemesis, which resides 
at Windsor Castle in the present. 
There is more than meets the eye with 
Nemisis as the statue turns out.,. to 
have a bit of a story behind it. Arundel 
Castle doubles as Windsor Castle 
and Mary Reynolds doubles as the 
Queen. This story never hit the studio, 
as it was shot strictly on location. 
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We don't know much about 'The 
Greatest Show in the Galaxy" other 
than it has four episodes and is con- 
sidered the real oddball story of the 
last Season. It was filmed last (on 
location at Warmweli Quarry in 
Dorset in May), but was second to air. 
The studio work was done throughout 
June. 

Stay Tuned! 


From Whoquarters 

Well, as you can see by the newslet- 
ter you are holding in your hand, 
we're not as rich or flamboyant as we 
used to be; still don't judge the book 
by its cover, We're just as hot as we 
ever were and we're getting hotter. In 
our last issue, we finally haa our word 
with Lionheart and certain other par- 
ties, Getting that off our chest, plus re- 
cent events and regenerations, let's 
leave that behind us and move for- 
ward. So for all those who we have 
driven insane, or to the unemploy- 
ment lines, or who simply grew so 
jealous of the Doctor Who Fan Club of 
America; they hate us, we forgive you. 

Recent events: sent a tetter to all the 
fan club members (past and present) 
from Chicago Doctor Who Fandom 
really took off there and Chicago 
Whavians became the most spoiled 
in the galaxy with more conventions 
and celebs than anywhere. down- 
right jaded! Then poof- a WHO 
drought, We asked them what we 
could do to revive Doctor Who Fan- 
dom and asked the old members to 
renew their affiliation with DWFCA. We 
thought we would get hundreds of tet- 
ters back asking us to take a short 
walk off a long pier and to take them 
Off our mailing list! Eureka: what we 
found was genuine interest in an in- 
credible 20 % + response in renewal 
(the national average for such a mail- 
ing piece is 1-3%!). WHO is not dead; 
he was just taking a little snooze So 
the next obvious question is: 

WILL THE DOCTOR WHO FESTIVAL TOUR 
RETURN? 

The answer is., , No! For the past year 
and a half, we have been thinking 
what could we do to top our own 
Festivals? There were obvious things 
we could do, but frankly, we want To 
really top ourselves, as weli as 
everything that's in the marketplace 
now, or ever was. You see, the Doctor 
Who Festivals were (along with 
thousands of others) great. But one 
day shows aren't enough. Are they? 
(in the Chicago questionaire they say 
no; 2-3 days). Then we started to go 
to other conventions.. .alot: both 
science fiction and other types of 
events. Ideas started to formulate. 
Questions came roiling in with brilliant 
ideas of what fans want. (By the way, 
if you have any bright ideas, we are 
open to suggestions). 

It became apparent the Doctor Who 
Festivals could run in conjunction with 
other science fiction entities, as long 
as it was done right! The conventions 
(or conferences) have to be run by 
fans, for fans (much to the Doctor Who 
Bulletin's shagrin, we are fans, have 
always been and always will beu.DWB 
accused us of being in it for a quick 
buck!! Great Rassilon's ghost Gary, I'm 
still driving my beat up 73 Ford!). 
Anywho, we are getting in touch with 
other National fan clubs and forming 
a new corporation specifically to run 
science fiction AND science related 
conventions together 


To date, we are working with Para- 
mounts official national Star Trek Fan 
Club and with the National Lucasfiim 
Fan Ciuh The possibilities are endless 
and if we sound excited it's because 
we are. Excitement and the Fun Fac- 
tor are back and Universe.. watch out. 

As this newsletter goes out to you (that 
is if the darn thing ever goes out!), we 
have booked our first show, As you 
will note (by the advertisement in this 
issue), the First intergalactic Expo will 
be held in Chicago on March 10, 11 
and 12, 1989. Our guests will range 
from science fiction celebrities (Colin 
Baker, Jonathan Frakes, Terry Nation, 
Kevin Ftollak) to speakers and exhibits 
from NASA. We have booked over 
twenty artists and several authors. It's 
an awesome undertaking and quite 
possibly the most exciting endeavor 
we've ever been part of. We're 
expecting people from all over the 
United States and Canada; we've 
even heard from some friends in 
London, Tokyo and Edinburg who are 
coming! If it's not too far for you, we 
hope you can make it too. If you 
are interested in finding out exactly 
what is going to happen (where, 
when, how much, etc.) before 
everyone else, send a postcard with 
your name and address clearly 
printed onto it to: Out of This World Pro- 
ductions, PO Box 6198, Cherry Creek 
Station, Denver, Colorado 80206. 

As we said, we are very enthusiastic 
and ready for a rip-roarin' conven- 
tion, We hope you are toa We feel this 
wiil be great and uplifting for Doctor 
Who in America. Although many peo- 
ple think Doctor Who is dying out, we 
understand it is simply settling into what 
win oecome a normal, quite steady 
entity. We hope you are a part of it. 

May I remind you our new hours are 
10 AM - 4 PM Monday thru Friday 
(MST). Our telephone number is 
303-293-2228. We will be closed from 
December 22 to January 2, 1989, We 
wish ail of you and yours a very hap- 
py and healthy holiday season and 
a most prosperous New Year, As a 
great and chubby philosopher 
always says; Tstay tuned". 

Yours truly. 


Chad Roark & Ron Katz 
Co-foundersfDWFCA 


© 

( TARGET ) 

NEW 

BOOKS 

From 

TARGET 

Nearly every Doctor Who story ever 
filmed has now been novelized by 
Target Books. Now, they will begin 
writing stories for the ones which 
never made it across the little screen! 
They will start in 1989 with Graham 
Williams' story, "Nightmare Fare", 
which was actually a sequel to 'The 
Celestial Tcymaker . "Nightmare" was 
supposed to have aired in season 
twenty-three, but we all know what 
happened there Keep an eye out for 
these new books, we're guessing 
they'll really be something fresh and 
rich. 


A BRIEF NOTE 
FROM... 



QUARTERS 



NEW COLUMN FOR WOVIAN TIMES 
VOLUME 19? 

WE DOUBT IT...BUT WHO KNOWS? 

Helio Doctor Who fans and friends. I 
would like to thank the producers of 
the Whovian Times for allowing me 
this space. Actually, i've wanted my 
own column for quite a while but they 
wouldn't give it to me. Why they gave 
one to that bug-eyed-ego-maniac 
Doctor Frog, I'll never know: he can't 
even hold my cape! Anywha , .the way 
one gets ones own column here is to 
invite letters. So, I'm looking for tetters 
from people out there regarding my 
era. ..Doctor # 3. Please feel free to 
comment, criticize, ask questions 
about writers, directors, anything 
pertinent to the Doctor Who series 
from "Spearhead In Space" through 
"Planet of t he Spiders". Your letters will 
be a start to our forum: from there, we 
will be able to thoroughly disect the 
most brilliant era of all time for Doc- 
tor Who... MINE! 

Write ail letters to: 

DOCTOR DOG 
PO BOX 6198 
CHERRY CREEK STATION 
DENVER. CO 80206 



Eureka., the Beeb has found three 
more episodes to 'The Ice Warriors". 
They had previously found one of the 
episodes; now there are only two 
episodes which remain missing. 
Episodes and stories turn up in the 
strangest places: from fans' private 
collections, the basements of 
churches, television stations, even 
behind filing cabinets at the BBC. 
Where next will WHO pop up? 





PRESENTS • 

THE 


+ » 
■* 


FIRST 



SPECIAL CELEBRITY GUESTS: 

Colin Baker — Doctor Who 
Nichelle Nichols - Star Trek 
Terry Nation — Blakes 7 & Doctor Who 
Kevin Poliak — Willow 


WHERE FACT MEETS FICTION 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, USA, EARTH 


1 294 & 1 80) 


MARCH 10, 11 & 12, 1989 


COLIN BAKER 


NICHELLE NICHOLS 


HONORED GUEST SPEAKERS: 

Jane Cochran from NASA 
Bill Crell from NASA 
Terry Erdmann from Paramount 
Richard Arnold from Paramount 
Dr. Jagdish P. Dave, Ph.D - Fulbright Scholar 

TICKET INFORMATION: 


PUN A; Three Oay Pass $25.00 

Includes: Main Events Auditorium (either Saturday or Sunday: please note), autograph privi ledges, priority 
seating, all displays, entrance to all auxiliary speakers and rooms, unlimited Photon (laser-tag) play, entrance 
to Intergalaetic Trading Company (dealer's room), videos., art show and more as we add on. 

PLAN B : One Day Pass $15.00 

Includes: All the above for any day (March 10, 11, 12, 1989). 

PLAN C: Special Friday Night Masquerade Ball $5 00 

Includes: This unique, outrageous and fun party wiJi ba a mixer and a warm-up for the weekend! All attendees 
are requested to wear some sort of costume. I( will be held inside the incredible Photon playing arena, a 
futuristic look, complete with special lighting and special effects! A special announcements will be made 
by March 1 si as to WHO the band will bel Stay tuned, 

PLAN D: Saturday Night Intwgalactlc Cabaret $12 00 

The party of the 80 s’ Fans and celebrities, along with special guests will mingle together in an atmosphere 
not unlike the famous Star Wars nhe-club scene. To make things even mote spicy, our celebriiy guests will 
entertain you like you never imagined .Nichelle Nichols will sing, dance, and dazzle; Kevin will make you laugh 
SO hard, we suggest you bring an extra set of clothes: Colin Baker and Terry Nation will do things you wouldn't 
believe gentlemen of their stature would think of! Get ready fbr this,.. and order tickets at once, When the pub- 
licity gets out for the Intergalactlc Cabaret, half of Chicago will want to buy tickets! 

PLAN £: THE WORKS $42.00 

INCLUDES: AH of the above! 

NOTE: As time goes by we will add more speakers and events. Some of the subjects we will cover will be: Robotics, rocket 
building, crystals (rediscovered), psychic mediums, science fiction writing and movie making, special effects, exploration 
of inner-space, computers: (then, new and the future), Japanese Animation, science fiction art and ghost hunting. Main Events 
programming will be televised in other areas of the EXPO- 


FEATURING: 

A SHORT PEEK AT THE FOLLOWING MOVIES 
(To be released in June ’89) 

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier 
Indy III 
Batman 
The Abyss 


SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS: 

Frank Kelly Freas - Star Trek 
Tim Hildebrandt - Star Wars 
Gail Bennett * Doctor Who 
Vincent C.L. Jo-Nes 


Time is of the essence: make your arrangement* now. 

The First Jntergu lactic Expo is not just another convention; it's the beginning of a now era where, indeed fact, will moot 
up with fiction. From Doctor Who to Star Trek to NASA (and way beyond), the EXPO is a coeffort of many factions, On behalf 
of them all, as well as our distinguished guests, we invite you to join us for ihe most memorable and important event. 

The EXPO will be a unique presentation of many facets from the world of science ficlion writers, stars, motion picture studios, 
authors, special effects coordinators and others We will also present a closo-up view from our guests speakers from NASA 
about these subjects: Technology utilization (space benefits, spinoffs and what it means lo society): A New Look at Earth 
and Our Solar System (life in the Universe and Planetary Exploration); and Largo Space Structures {The Space Station, the 
-next logical step for life beyond Earth), These Subjects will be enhanced by exclusive NASA lilm-footage, videos and slides! 
Bridging the narrowing gap of fact and fiction will be several speakers throughout Ihe EXPO discussing the para normalcies 
of our own planet and ourselves. 

We anticipate a large crowd from all over the galaxy! We have blocked oh hundreds of hotel rooms and can get you special 
low ratos- Autograph privileges and Main Events sealing assign m ernts will be awarded on a priority basis. Thai is lo say. 
the 100th ticket buyer will receive their autographs, meet the celebrities before and have better seals than the 1000th licket 
buyer Also, the special Friday night masquerade ball and Saturday night interga lactic Cabaret and Party are both limited 
lo the number of people we can accommodate You can cell (303) 293^2228 (between 9 AM and 5 PM Mountain Standard 
Time Monday thru Friday) and charge your tickets and/or hotel rooms with your Visa or Mastercard. Also, tickets are on sale 
at all Ticket ron outlets in the galaxy. For additional information, call the Chicago/South Expo Center at (312) 331-4265. 

If you re looking for something fantastic to do (his March, or would like to be part of an QuFOf-This-WorldType event don't 
miss the FIRST INTER GALACTIC EXPO, 

Please make checks payable to: Out Of Thl* World Production*. Send check, money order or credit information to: 
Out Of This World Productions, P.O. Box &198, Denver, Colorado 80206, Your ticket confirmation will be acknoiwebg- 
ed Immediately, 
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DO VOU D 


IEIVE in 


The Police Box is perhaps the most mysterious structure of the century. Imagine Police Boxes all over the world, appearing 
- disappearing everywhere! Well, that's what's happening right now: people all over the planet are buying the Police 
Box mug and the Police Box glass. Hot liquid into the mug. . /the Police Box disappears: cold liquid into the glass. . .a 
Police Box appears! It really works just like that and if you look on the order form (under style *7045) you'll find you 
can take advantage of this special offer and buy this combo for $17.50 and free postage. Offer expires on the night 
of the full moon in July (7/18/89). Individually sold items # 7Q4Q and *7044, 2-3 weeks delivery. 


POLICE BOX KEY FOB 

Now, we've made this item a skosh 


POLICE BOX MODEL KIT 

I his kit is sensational. If you're into 
models, this one won an award in 
Model Magazine for design and 
Authenticity. It's easy to put together, 
too. Has anyone seen Verity 
lambert's new science fiction movie 
"Morons From Outerspace"? It's 
hysterical, see it. Even those bozos 
could put this baby together! And 
think how great it will look when it's 
done 4"x4"x8". Item 7001. Allow 4 
weeks delivery. 


bigger so we could fit in a larger 
battery. Order this completely 
necessary item today (item # 7041), 
give us about two weeks and you'll 
be glad you did, 

The Police Box pin is too hard to 
photograph for this publication. 
Take our word for it though, any 
Whovian in their right mind, or their 
left one wouldn't be caught in public 
without their Police Box pm. No, order 
it now. item *6993. 


POLICE BOX TOWEL 

Item 7038. This is a new, heavier 
weight towel we're using. 30"x 60" 
in size, They're very nice, large im- 
print of the mystical Police Box on 
one side If you happen to be in 
England during the summer when 
everyone goes to Brighton Beach, 
you'll see Doctor Who fans 
everywhere lying on their Police Box 
towels (looks rather like the natives 
worshipping something). They sell for 
about $35)00 in England - less to 
you when you order yours from this 
issue! 2-4 weeks delivery. 


POLICE BOX SHIRT: White cotton shirt 
with that wonderfully esoteric image 
ot the Police Box imprinted on the 
front (item 5730); or if you want it with 
the lull colour Doctor Who logo im- 
printed on the back, you can have 
it that way too (item 5731). Either way, 
you really ought to order a new 
TARDIS shirt today. They're in stock and 
will be shipped out within 2-4 weeks, 


THE POLICE BOX STORY 

Once, in the land of the Great Britain 
and all over that part of the world, 
there were these little blue boxes 
everywhere These little blue boxes 
(which resemble phone booths 
somewhat) were called Police Boxes. 
They could be used to lock up nasty 
criminals, policemen could make 
telephone calls from them and 
everyone in the (and of Britain 
generally loved them. Then one day, 
a special Police Box (called a 
TARDIS) appeared in a London 
scrap yard. . and then it disap- 
peared! impossible!? you say. It really 
happened. The TARDIS appeared 
and disappeared, frequently. And 
then, do you realize what hap- 
pened? ALL THE POLICE BOXES 
DISAPPEARED!! Nearly every Police 
Box on Earth just vanished! Where 
have they gone? WHO KNOWS. In 
commemoration to the Police Boxes 
(wherever they may be), we want to 
share our humble Police Box line 
with you. Hope you enjoy it, 


OFFICIAL 






If you purchase any of our K-9 items, . you're in the Klub. K-9 is the most loved creature on Doctor Who. His popularity (at times) rivals the Doctors. He deserves more 
credit than he gets; he deserves his very own Klub. We have a great line of K-9 itmes and we're introducing the new K-9 mug! We do not have a photo to show you 
the mug, so let me explain it: We will be imprinting a platinum-chrome finished K-9 onto a black or midnight blue mug. It's really beautiful. 12 ounce mug will be 
used for the introductory offer. Item 7042. 

Also, as we mentioned before, the cloisonee enamel pins do not photograph well in our newsletter, so you’d have to buy K-9's pin sight unseen. Item *6004. 



Item 1260 (adult) 1261 (youth). Great 
shirt and is now back in our line by 
popular demand. The shirt is (as 
usual) very high quality with K-9 im- 
printed with a magnificent silver 
metallic ink. Excellent for men, 
women, and children. Please ailow 
3-4 weeks delivery. 



STUFFED K-9 TOY 

look into that face. . need we say 
more? 



SPECIAL 251 OFF 

DOCTOR WHO TOTE BAG 
Item 7020 is normally $10.00. Unfit 
August 26th (official womens equal- 
ity day) this tote will be offered for 
$7.50 to DWFCA members only. Tan 
canvas with full color logo imprinted 
on it. $2.50 shipping and handling. 
2-4 weeks delivery. 


DOCTOR WHO JACKET 

Shown here as satin, however, we 
also carry a fine cotton-poly blend 
that we feel is even nicer Your 
choice: they cost the same and 
both will take 4-6 weeks to ship,- well 
worth the wait. Black, tan and white. 
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DOCTOR WHO PENS 

We have several different pens to 
offer, so this is a random pick. We will 
ship the pen in the photo, while they 
last. Then we have all kinds of logo 
pens; we have the old favorite pen 
that says 'This pen used to belong 
to the Doctor, now it belongs to one 
of his friends". They're all nice, 
moderately priced and of good 
quality. Item 8020. 2-3 weeks 
delivery, 


DOCTOR WHO POIO/GOLF SHIRT 

Chad wears his to all his business 
meetings! Ron wore his when he 
appeared on the Victory Garden 
Show. This is simply the most stylish 
shirt in our line; it's the most expen- 
sive one, too (this and the sweatshirt), 
It comes in white, black, dark blue, 
burgundy, red, kelly green and tur- 
quoise. Pick one, or all seven colors 
(be sure to mark which color(s) you 
prefer). Allow 3-5 weeks, Item 2230. 

NOTE : Please do not forget to mark 
the size of any shirt order(s). 




DOCTOR WHO SHIRT 

Ye olde stand by. . at $12.00 a pop, this is the shirt that 50,000 
Whovians bought during the 80's, The nice thing about this shirt (as 
with all of our shirts, but, it seems, especially this one) Is how long it lasts. 
They start to get broken-in after two years; mine are all of the five 
to seven year vintage! Comes in gold, navy, green, burgundy, royal, 
red and white. 3-5 weeks, item 5500, 



THE DOCTOR WHO DRY GOODS COMPANY is our new mail order catalogue division. 
Even though the order form says 4-6 weeks, all items are in stock and our new system 
will (in most cases) cut that time in half! Our normally slow delivery has been on the 
road to recovery and has recovered! Try ordering anything herein and see what we 
mean. 



DR. WHO DRY GOODS COMPANY 
ORDER FORM 

VOUJME 18 


NAME 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE ( ) ORDER DATE SHIP DATE 


ITEM - 

QTY 

SIZE 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

SHPG/ 

HDbS 

ITEM 

TOTAL 

SHPG 

TOTAL 

12430 



Timelord Shirt 

13.00 

2 25 



1260 



K-9 Adult Shirt 

12.00 

2.25 



1261 



K-9 Child Shirt 

10.00 

2 25 



1400 



Diamond logo Jacket 

45,00 

3.50 



1830 



Diamond Logo 3/4 Sleeve Jersey 

14.00 

2.25 



1840 



NEW Seven Doctors Shirt 

15.00 

2.25 



I860 



NEW Seven Doctor VC Shirt 

11.00 

225 



1870 



Full Color Diamond logo Sweatshirt 

20.00 

300 



I860 



NEW BC Diamond Logo Sweatpants 

20.00 

300 



1989 



NEW Official DWFCA Shirt 

15.00 

2.25 



2230 



Diamond logo Fblo Shirts (Note Color) 

2000 

2.25 



3510 



Glow in the Dark Doctor Who Shirt 

12.00 

2,25 



5500 



Diamond logo Shirt (Specify Color) 

12.00 

2.25 



5710 



SPECIAL Black Full Color Diamond logo Shirt 

15-00 

2.25 



5730 



Police Box Shirt 

12 00 

2.25 



5731 



NEW TARDIS Shirt PC Lego on Back 

15 00 

2.25 



5757 



NEW Doctor Who Niteshirt 

15.00 

2.25 



5758 



Gallifrey Beach & Body Club Shirt 

14.00 

2.25 



5759 



NEW University Of Gallifrey Shirt 

14.00 

2.25 



6000 

6001 



OFFICIAL Doctor Who Quartz Watch 

25.00 

3.00 





Diamond Logo Enamel Pin 

5 00 

50 



6003 



Police Box Enamel Pin 

5.00 

.50 



6004 



K-9 Enamel Pin 

5.00 1 

.50 



6005 



? Enamel Pin 

5.00 

,50 



6010 



Neon Logo Enamel Pin 

5.00 

.50 



6022 



Tom Baker Enamel Pin 

6.00 

,50 



6023 



Colin Baker Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6024 



Jon Fbrtwee Enamel Pin 

6.00 

50 



6025 



Peter Davison Enamel Pin 

6-00 

.50 



6026 



William Hartnell Enamel Pin 

6.00 

50 



6027 



Patrick Troughton Enamel Pin 

6.00 

50 



6028 



2-Hearts Timelord 

2/8.00 

50 



6029 



Dalek Enamel Pin 

5,00 

.50 



6033 



Sylvester McCoy Enamel Pin 

6.00 

50 



6034 



Giant Robot Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6045 



Leela Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6046 



Tardis Console Enamel Pin 

6,00 

.50 



6047 



Cyberman Enamel Pin 

6.00 

,50 



6048 



MY TARDIS Bumber Sticker 

1,50 

,50 



6049 



DOCTOR WHO Bumper Sticker 

1.50 

,50 



7001 



Metropolitan Fblice Box Model Kit 

13,00 

2.00 



7003 



Stuffed K-9 Toy 

45.00 

6.00 



7005 



Diamond Logo Wallet 

5.00 

100 



7009 



Neon logo Wallet 

5.00 

1.00 



7015 



Doctor Who Apron 

13.00 

200 



7020 



SPECIAL Doctor Who Tote Bag 

7.50 

2.50 



7025 



Diamond logo Cap 

9.00 

2 00 



7026 



NEW Police Box Cap 

7.00 

2.00 



7038 



Police Box Towel 

18.00 

3.00 



7040 



Fblice Box Magic Mug 

10.00 

3.00 



7041 



Full Color Diamond Logo Mug 

10.00 

3.00 



7042 



Neon Logo Mug (Navy & Platinum) 

7.00 

3.00 



7043 



NEW K-9 Mug 

10.00 

3.00 



7044 



Fblice Box Magic Glass Tumbler 

10.00 

300 



7045 



NEW Police Box Magic Glas^Mug 

Combo Special 

17.50 

FREE 



7046 



Fblice Box Flash Dght Key Fob 

4.00 

1.00 



8019 



13 Boxes of Jelly Babies 

15.00 

5.00 



8020 



NEW Doctor Who Pen 

2.50 

.75 




Make all checks and money orders payable to DWFCA. Inc. | TEM total 

7.1% Colorado Sales Tax 
SHIPPING/HANDLING 
GRAND TOTAL 


send all orders to: 

Doctor Who Fan Club of America 
CO Catalogue Division 
RO. Box 6024 
Cherry Creek Station 
Denver. Colorado 80206 


Phone orders are taken between 10 a.m, ond 4 cm, Mountain Standard Time 
at (303) 293-2228. Monday thru Friday We accept VISA or MASTERCARD orders 
either by phone, or (if you're using form), please fill out information below [please 
print) and mail in 


VISA 


or MASTERCARD 


Name on card as it reads 
Card Number 


Exp Date 


Copies of this form are welcome 
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Doctor Who Hits the Charts... 

and the dance floor! A snappy little 
group called The Timelords has cut a 
record and a video tape called 
"Doctorin' The Tardis". It was number 
one on the charts in Great Britain for 
weeks and stilt is in the top ten! Seems 
as though the Brits love the Doctor any 
way they can get him! 

"Doctorin' The Tardis" hit the USA with 
a smash, as well. Local radio stations 
and trendy discos from coast to coast 
are having a ball with it. If the rest of 
the country is playing it as much as 
the Denver, Boulder and Fort Collins 
stations are, you have most assured- 
ly heard it. The song Juxtaposes the 
theme music from the Doctor Who 
series with a reworking of Gary Glit- 
ter's 1972 hit "Rock and Roil Part 2". 
Where Glitter's song employed a 
chanted chorus of "Rock and ro-oll. 
rock and ro-oll", this one uses "Doctor 
Who-oo Doctor Whooo'l Tossed into the 
tune are some raspy Da lek voices 
shrieking "Exterminate-Exterminate". 
Also interspersed in the song is the 
sound of the Tardis, wheezing and 
groaning its familiar sound. The video 
features an old black and white 
American police car (supposedly a 
Timeiord named Ford). Ford is chas- 
ing down a couple of old cheesy- 
looking. factory-reject-type of Daleks. 

The name The Timelords is really a 
pseudonym for a group called the 
Jams, which is an acronym for 
Justified Ancients of MuMul Actually, 
as it turns out, the Jams and all this in- 
credible music are really two guys 
named Bill Drummond and Jimmy 
Canty. The two -musicians are well 
known in England for "sampling", 
which involves incorporating parts of 
recordings made by others into their 
own recordings. See what can hap- 
pen when a couple of crazed Who- 
vians get together? (“Doctorin' The 
Tardis" single is on a 12" disk). 

ORDER FORM 

name 

ADDRESS 


CITY 


M 

THE FEMALE COM 

OF DOCTOR WHO 

Among the most surprising findings of 
the readers' pot) published in volume 
17 of the Whovian Times is that, ac- 
cording to the sample, there are 
about twice as many adutt female 
fans as adult male. Science fiction is, 
after all, traditionally a male genre, 
for science, a “hard" subject, requires 
the precise measurements and 
crystal-clear logic on which men are 
supposed to thrive The protagonists 
of science are therefore usually men, 
and Doctor Who, despite Its well- 
earned reputation for originality, has 
not overturned this fundamental 
tradition. Yet it has, at times, done a 
great deal to advance the position of 
women within the classic formula, a 
tendency that may explain the show's 
appeal to a group typically 
uninterested in sci-fi. 

Created in the early 1960's, Doctor 
Who came in on the tall end of the 
post-World War II school of flying 
saucer, atomic radiation sci-fi. It 
therefore partook of that school's 
traditions: the protagonist was a male 
scientist, and women were present 
merely as targets of evil-doers' agres- 
sion. The Doctor, helped by a science 
teacher who was also male, did most 
of the deciding and acting, while the 
other companions, the Doctor's 
granddaughter and a woman who 
taught not science but the soft sub- 
ject of history, did the screaming, the 
cringing in terror and falling vic- 
tim to mostly male enemies. 

Right from the start, however. Doctor 
Who ignored one of the revered 
customs of sci-fi . The females excited 
the protagonist to protect and 
ultimately to rescue them, but not to 
desire them. Alone among sci-fi 
heroes of the day, the Doctor surviv- 
ed without a love interest, nor were his 
enemies allowed to threaten his 
female companions in obviously sex- 
ual ways; the women could be cap- 
tured, tied up, even wounded, but 
never - Doctor Who being a family 
show - so much as ogled, 

A bit more unusal were the first female 
characters themselves. The Doctor's 
two female companions, the teen- 
ager Susan and her history teacher 
Barbara Wright, while providing tradi- 
tional emotion and vulnerability, 
nevertheless did not descend to the 
pandering, passive voluptuosness 
seen so often in scl-ti movies of the 
early 1960's. 


Instead, we were shown a preter- 
natural ly intelligent high school girl 
and - balancing this "unearthly child," 
as Susan was called - maternal 
school teacher of average ac- 
complishments and expectations for 
the time, Susan challenged viewers 
with her boyish look and her skill at 
the boys' subject of science while 
Barbara soothed viewers with her 
familiar motherly instincts and 
ladylike sensitivity. 

These two, conflicting types - the 
unearthly child and the stereotypical 
young lady - have governed the 
make-up of the Doctors female com- 
panions throughout the show's 
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twenty-five years. Although one type 
or other has usually dominated, their 
proportion has varied continually as 
new writers and new actresses have 
joined the show, 


Initially, after the regular cast was 
pared down to just the Doctor and 
one companion, the more familiar, 
ladylike qualities took control. Jo 
Grant, for example, went far beyond 
Barbara in volatility and vulnerabili- 
ty, came nowhere near her in 
knowledge, and in miniskirt and go- 
go boots, was much more the con- 
ventionally attractive t.v. star. The Doc- 
tor treated her with paternal con- 
descension, never asking her for ad- 
vice or help. 


With Sarah Jane Smith, however, the 
unearthly child reasserted itself. 
Sarah Jane, as journalist, was given 
an initiative unseen in the 
preceeding female companions. 
She questioned the Doctor intelligent- 
ly, took a hand in uncovering and 
solving problems, and generally 
showed nerve Yet she did not escape 
all Jo Grant's weaknesses: her in- 
itiative, so refreshing at first, usually 
ended by getting her into trouble on- 
ly to be rescued by the Doctor or the 
male staff of UNIT, Her anguished 
screams made Doctor Who history. 

Much more progress was made with 
the Doctor's next companion, Leeia, 
who stood as far above Sarah Jane 
in initiative as Sarah Jane had stood 
above Barbara. Probably nothing like 
Leeia had been seen before on 
television. A warrior, she jumped into 
the physical side of problem solving. 
She carried a knife, leaped through 
windows, man-handied men and on 
at least one occasion she saved the 
Doctor's life with her blowgun. But 
even this Amazonian revelation bore 
marks of the opposite character. The 
show's writers, while giving her the 
most independent and challenging 
personality so far, also gave her the 
most revealing costume 

It seemed as if, in order to maintain a 
balance that the supposedly male 
sci-fi audience would accept, the 
writers felt that so strong a woman 
must be made all the more alluring 
physically. 

After Leeia, bracing in both action 
and spirit, the mannerly Romana 
seemed at first a return to mediocri- 
ty. But Romana challenged sci-fi 
stereotypes more subtly than had 
Leeia. Fully clad, she did not give off 
the sexual signals that undermined 
leela's independence; educated 
and even-tempered, she could not 
be dismissed as a freakish savage. 
Instead, she equalled the Doctor in 
every way: she could pilot the TARDIS, 
thwart attackers, and outsmart 


megalomaniacs as weii as (often bet- 
ter than) the Doctor. Moreover, by not 
screaming or displaying her legs at 
every turn, she forced the audience 
to accept her intelligence and con- 
trol without compromise. Of course, 
the tail, big-boned actress Mary 
Tamm, who first played Romana, 
made a more powerful image 
beside the Doctor than did the girlish 
Lalla Ward, but up to the end 
Romana remained a character of ex- 
emplary wisdom and ability. The 
unearthly child had grown up. 


Doctor Who's elevation of the tradi- 
tional female sci-fi role peaked with 
Romana. The writers seemed to lose 
heart after her. The next set of compa- 
nions turned back to the early divi- 
sion of the unearthly child and the 
streotypical young lady into two 
characters, the physician Nyssa keep- 
ing alive the former, the prospective 
stewadess Tegan reviving the latter. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 


Times tough for Baker? Not really.., he's 
got his buddies and a good pot of 
tea to drink. Maybe now he'il agree 
to come to one of our shows... may be 
not, though; the “Doc looks pretty 
happy, doesn't he?" Photo credits and 
thank you to Victor Blackman. 
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Their successor, Reri, was yet more 
disappointing. Even if one looked on- 
ly at her, it would have been obvious 
that the program was fn trouble, With 
her the writers resorted to the baldest 
of stereotypes: she screamed, she 
babbled confusedly, she felt con- 
tinually into danger, while her 
costumses rarely failed to show off her 
cleavage. The traditional approach 
was carried out in the plots as well, 
several of which had her sought as a 
pride by the viltian, while the unear- 
thly child aspect was simply given lip 
service, someone at some time men- 
tioning that she was a doctor, 



Fortunately, however. Peri has gone 
the way of her predecessors, taking 
with her, if seems, the cynicism that 
relied on such low tactics. Melanie, 
though another screamer, was not 
entirely helpless; she at least brought 
us up to the level of Sarah Jane Smith. 
And Ace, to judge from her debut, 
embodies another triumph for the 
unearthly child. She has brains and 
guts-the very qualities, in fact, that put 
Doctor Who a step above other sci-fi 
programs in the first place Certainly 
the show is escapism, but its fans are 
discriminating escapists who thrive 
on creativity, not tired formula and 
empty gloss. I, for one, look forward to 
the day when the Doctor will 
regenerate as a woman. 


By 

John Fbschetto 
Philadelphia Museum of Art 
Philadelphia, PA 




Hello Fbrk Fans. 1 thought as Doctor 
Frog had his column and Doctor Dog 
was asking for his; why not create my 
own? Yes, nice to see you, The thing is, 
you see, my column is going to be 
di reeled toward the more artistic and 
ambitious fans (of course, for the en- 
joyment of the less artistic and less 
ambitious fans as well]. 

Now, I know there are some good-to- 
brilliant producers of artistic 
endeavours out there and I wonder if 
you would like to share them andbr 
even, exploit them. For example: I 
have just watched some of the 
greatest, home-made Doctor Who 
videos I've ever seen, Really! A young 
chap from Renton, Washington nam- 
ed Ryan K. Johnson sent me four Doc- 
tor Who episodes and one ‘Star Trek- 
The Pepsi Generation"! They were 
brilliant. His first one, ‘The Wrath of 
Eukor" opens with my human counter- 
part regenerating into, of all things, a 
woman Doctor. It was wonderfully en- 
joyable. I'm positive you would like it 
too I don't know if young John would 
like to market any of his videos, but he 
should. We're certainly going to ask 
his permission to show them in the FAN 
VIDEO PRESENTS room at this March's 
Conference in Chicago 

Now if there are other fan-made Doc- 
tor Who (or other science- fiction fan- 
tasy) videos out there, why not send 
me a copy? I will screen them and 
well do something with them in my 
column next issue, I just think other 
fans should share in, and enjoy them 
(in some way) as I have, i will review 
them, critique them and let you know 
where and how you can obtain them. 
Also, I will try to get them shown at 
some of the better conventions. 

Likewise, 1 know there are some 
wonderful fanzines out there, Jean 
Airey has written some great pieces 
that 1 see on book shelves from 
Chicago to London. Maybe that 
could happen for you. Maybe not, 
but if you think other fans may be in- 
terested in your creation, why not give 
it a go, if you have a Doctor Who story 
you ve written and would like to share 
it, send it to me. Mind you, it must be 
typewritten and must have your 
name and address on it. 

There, for now I'm calling for video 
productions and short stories and 
fanzines. Next issue. I'll look for other 
art forms. But for now let's hear from 
our writers and video or film makers. 
I cant promise to make you famous, 
but you won't regret submitting your 
piece, Send all materials to; Doctor 
Hog, PO Box 6198, Cherry Creek Sta- 
tion, Denver, Colorado, 80206. 

Until then (whenever that may be), 
don't eat too much bacon! 

Cheerie Bye 

DH 


I'VE BEEN 
WAITING 
SOOOO... 
LONG 


A NOTE FROM 

(amaster 


OK you snivelling, worthless Who- 
vians, I have some iow-down dirt for 
you: John Nathan-Turner announced 
he was going to retire as producer 
of Doctor Who after this year, Natural- 
ly, the powers-that-bee at the Beeb 
prevented a clean break, so J N-T 
recently announced he would be 
back for the 26th season. Wanna 
know what l think isgoingtohapperf? 
Tough. Here it is anywho , . J N-T will 
start the season then (sort-of) step 
down and become Executive Pro- 
ducer (something like Barry lefts did) 
and make way for a new producer 
to come in under J N T's wing. This 
would make for a nice transition. The 
new producer would be someone 
already within the BBC folds, prefer- 
rably someone who knows 
something about Doctor Who and 
probably a quality producer with 
nothing to work on at present. Know 
who it is? Hiss-hiss-hiss; of course you 
do , that's why you've followed this 
column to this point: 1, the one and 
only Sali master, predicts the next 
producer for Doctor Who will be 
Terrence Dicks! Remember, you 
heard it from me 




SEVEN DOCTORS SHIRT 

This fabulous new shirt comes two 
ways: Item 1840 is a fuil eight 
colored shirt and 1850 is a one color 
shirt; your choice . Either way, you'll 
love this shirt; we think it's even nicer 
than the old Six Doctors shirt. 2-4 
weeks delivery, 
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GALLIFREY BEACH AND BODY CLUB 

You do not have to have two hearts 
to get into the GBBC, nor do you 
have to have two hearts to wear the 
CBBC's official shirt. All you have to 
have is S 14.00 plus $2.25 for ship- 
ping and handling and the 
patience to wait 3-5 weeks for item 
*5758. The people who proudly 
wear the GBBC shirt represent the 
elite crowd. No admittance of 
Cybermen, Sontarans or Ogrons to 
GBBC (however, we've decided to let 
Zygons be Zygons). 
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NEW OFFICIAL RAN CLUB SHIRT 

This shirt was designed expressly for 
members of the Doctor Who Fan 
Club of America. This photo will not 
give proper credit to how beautiful 
this shirt really is. Its printed onto a 
white shirt (highest quality, of course) 
in six wonderful colors. Item *1989, 
2-4 weeks delivery, 



UNIVERSITY OF GALLIFREY 

Item 5759 is worn by the smartest 
people in the Universe! 
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NEWS 

FROM 


BRITAIN 


BY J. JEREMY BENTHAM 


! find myself in a rare state of 
euphoria. 1 know it to be rare 
because l had to look it up in the dic- 
tionary to be sure of the spelling. 

The reason, quite simply, is that, all of 
a sudden. Doctor Who has really 
perked up. and I mean REALLY perk- 
ed up. It's almost as if, after years of 
meandering in the narrative 
wilderness, a key has been found to 
unlock, after such a long time, the 
elusive but genuine magic of the 
series. 

Interviewed recently, Louis Marks, one 
of British television's most top drama 
Producers, and one-time author of 
those two Tom Baker classics "Planet 
of Evil" and "The Masque of Man- 
dragora" said this of the show at its 
best: 




"...There is something in the nature of 
Doctor Who, and I can't tell you what 
it is even though I believe it is what ac- 
counts for all the public interest in the 
show. There's a kind of rich vein of in- 
ventiveness that gets trapped 
whenever you start working on Doc- 
tor Who, perhaps because even if on- 
ly subconciously, you're avoiding do- 
ing the obvious." 

Well, with the first two episodes of 
"Remembrance of the Daleks" hav- 
ing just aired. I am delighted to report 
that rich vein of inventiveness has 
been tapped to a level where we've 
had the best season opener for years, 
certainly since "Castrovaiva" and 
possibly even beyond yet. 

Scripted by newcomer Ben 
Aaronovitch and directed by Andrew 
Morgan, "Rememberance" is a 
wonderful blending of writers and 
Directors' arts; combining cracking 
action with genuine pathos, and ex- 
ploring much deeper into the person- 
nel of the seventh Doctor than 
anything done for '87, 

Amidst a wealth of good perfor- 
mances, one scene in particular 
shines out for yours truly - as the Doc- 
tor, tired and depressed after a day 
of mistakes, seeks a rare moment of 
tranquility in a small, roadside cafe. 

In conversation with the black 
shopkeeper, whose father was a 
sugarcane cutter in the West indies, 
he ponders the power of casual rela- 
tionships implicit from so simple a 
decision os whether or not to add 
sugar to his tea, and what would 
happen to the structure of the 
Universe if someone could control 
that decision. It’s a simple, very 
straightforward scene but contained 
within it are all the seeds that ever 
made Doctor Who the unique 
program it is. 

Neither have the Daleks, that other 
great Doctor Who institution, been in- 
gnored in this landmark story. Eviden- 
cing the results of a lot of homework, 
Aaronovitch has pulled together a lot 
of the apparent inconsistencies in 
their 25-year history and made sense 
of them, to a point now where the 
showdown between the imperial 
Daleks, under the Emperor, and the 
renegade Da leks under Davros is an 
eagerly awaited feast for the future. 

And as a further boost towards Doc- 
tor Who's public restoration, consider 
how the merchandising scene has 
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revived of late The toy figures and 
props I briefly mentioned last time 
nave finally materialised in British 
shops, most notably in the ASDA and 
TESCO chains where they be 
heavily promoted for Christmas. As of 
writing this column, only one toy store 
corporation in the States, ‘Toys R Us", 
has taken an option to stock the 
range although I realise ‘Toys R Us" 
isn't exactly minor league stuff. 

Originally these toys (the Doctor, Mel 
Bush, K-9, a Tetrap, the TARDIS console 
and a police box) were to have been 
marketed by “Kennei/Parker", in 
association with British company 
“DAPOL" who would have done the 
actual mahufacturing. But "Ken- 
nei/Porker" dropped out of the deal, 
reportedly because they felt Doctor 
Who did not feature sufficient hard- 
ware (vehicles and props) to offer 
play value to children weaned on the 
“Star Wars" and "Masters of the 
Universe" ranges. 

Undeterred, "DAPOL" elected to ven- 
ture on alone and go boldly where 
no toy company had gone before. It 
is true they have had problems. The 
first batch of K-9's were olive green in- 
stead of silver. 

This happened because the only 
reference guides the BBC sent 
"DAPOL" were two photographs from 
"Stones of 8lood" location shoot, 
where bad light and reflection from 
the grass indeed made the tin hound 
look green tinted. 

This fault has now been corrected, 
but expect the rare green K-9's to be 
fetching collector prices from Con- 
vention dealers in years to come. 

And if you think that story is funny, the 
saga of the five-sided TARDIS console 
toy is similarly side-splitting in absur- 
dity. Again the only help "DAPOL" got 
from BBC Enterprises (that well known 
contradiction in terms) was one col- 
our still from which to work. After much 
head scratching, the Designers 
figured out the console had five sides 
and manufactured accordingly. On 
seeing the prototypes, the BBC 
naturally went ape and demanded 
they scrap and redesign a six sided 
configuration. “On yer bike mate..," is 
a polite precis of "DA POL's response 
bearing in mind plastic injection 
moulds cost tens thousands of dollars 
to tool. So while they have agreed 
eventually to correct/redesign the 
console, this will only be once sales of 
existing five-sided stocks have 
recouped the outlay money. 

I paid a flying visit bop north' a few 
weeks ago to see around the factory 
at Winsford, Cheshire where the new 
Dalek figures are in production. 
Honestly, it was like a scene from 
"FCwer of the Daleks" with all hun- 
dreds of Dalek components rolling off 
conveyor belts, gening assembled, 
fitted with their drive mechanisms 
and sprayed either gold & white, 
black & gold, or silver and black. 

1 think I did manage to endear myself 
to the company manager by point- 
ing out that tor very little cost he could 
also have, for his Easter release, a 
Cyberleader as well as a Cyberman 
(ie.; the same product but with black 
jug-handles instead of silver), So, 
bearing in mind paint is cheaper 
than moulds, don't be surprised if you 
eventually see Robots of Death (Dums, 
Voc and Super-Vocs) making an ap- 
pearance in the line,,. 

I did, however, fail to disuade "DAPOL" 
from doing a ‘12" tali doll of Bonnie 
Langford they want to bring out next 
summer, I saw the sculpture they've 
made, dnd that nearly gave me the 
screaming heebies-jeebies. Oh well, 
I imagine they'll be useful to gun clubs 
and to parents who want to frighten 
their children into submission. 

Till Next Time 




No, no. ,. don't shoot! This may look like 
the EMPORER DALEK, but it's really an 
automobile! Really! Although by this 
picture you can't tell it's black and 
gold, it Is. The car's name is 
‘Dangerous Dalek' and is as near a 
facsimile of the set original as possi- 
ble due to its road-worthy condition. 

“Dangerous Dalek" was built and is 
owned by Mr. R Watkins of Great Bri- 
tain. The car conforms to all construc- 
tion and use regulations of the 
Ministry of Transport. It is fully road 
legal and driven regularly around Mr. 
Watkin's home town of Aylesbury. This 
unique little auto features a revolving 
dome -with flashing lights and a 100 
watt “Dalek Voice': It is based on Mr. 
Watkin's own chassis design and is 
powered by an Austin 1100 CC 
engine. "Dangerous Dalek" is a two- 
seater, has tour wind screens and a 
high-tech reflective Interior 

Mr. Watkins is interested in selling his 
famed auto for 5000 pounds and wilt 
entertain written offers at the following 
address: 

Mr R Watkins 
16 Melstock Road 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP217NU 
England 

His telephone number is 
011-442-962-1865 
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JOIN THE GALLIFREY BEACH AND BODY 
CUJB 


Be among the growing membership 
of Gallifreys finest beach and body 
building club You'll receive a great 
looking shirt with the above logo on 
it. You'll look Maawvelousln your new 
shirt! Usual membership is 
120,000,000 zllliaks ($14,00 US. A. cur- 
rency). However, If you're a member of 
DWFCA, you can join for a limited time 
only for 96,000,000 zllliaks ($12.00 
U.S.A. currency) plus $2.25(18,000.000 
zilliaks) shipping and handling. Simp- 
ly fill out the form below and send the 
proper USA currency to: Gallifrey 
Beach and Body Club, F>0 Box 6198. 
Cherry Creek Station, Denver, Col- 
orado 80206. 
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CITY 
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There are two winners to last issue's 
caption contest; however, one didn't 
send their name and address in, so 
we can't send them a free Doctor Who 
watch (until they write in and claim it!). 
The first winner is Larry Blankenship 
from Columbus, Ohio: “took, I told you 
1 gave at the office, now go away, 
please!" The second (anonymous) is: 
Sontaran: “I feel a draft in the hole in 
the back of my neck." Doctor. ‘Try rais- 
ing the toilet seat that's hanging 
around your neck! 


For a new, Doctor Who watch (and a 
little bit of humour), please send in a 
winner caption for the picture below. 
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Station, entitled (imaginatively) Chan- 
nel Four, which is a champion of the 
Arts, minority tastes and the avant- 
garde, and, it has to be said, is mak- 
ing a very good job of it, 

And I also have to say that the fact 
that Michael Grade was never fond 
of "Doctor Who" as a programme 
does not negate his worth as a maker 
of Television Programmes, We all 
have our blind spore, t was just unlucky 
to be the incumbent Doctor when he 
was weilding his Damoclean sword. 

Referring back to the regrettable 
departure from the BBC for personal 
reasons of Alisdair Milne - i too was of- 
fered the opportunity to make my 
own press release about my depar- 
ture they would back up whatever 
reason I would care to give for my 
decision to leave the show - whether 
it be for personal reasons (what a 
euphemism!) or to pursue my stage 
career or to spend more time with my 
family or because I was allergic to 
Daleks! I am being naive but I really 
do believe that there is rarely a worth- 
while substitute for the truth, however 
painful. It's easier to be remembered 
for one thing! 

Then there came a further ironic twist. 
Brian Sioman, of Lionhart Television 
(which I remind you is the American 
wholly owned subsidiary of the BBC, 
which markets the latter's program- 
mes in the States) contacted my 
agent to ask if I would be prepared 
to attend the inaugural celebrations 
in New Orleans forth© Mobile Doctor 
Who Exhibit, which 1 had waved 
farewell to some months earlier in 
Elstree in England (along with Nicoia 
Bryant, Janet Fielding and others). 
When my agent rightly pointed out 
that this would have to be a business 
arrangement as ! was no longer play- 
ing the Doctor so would have less 
reason to wish to promote the show 
and would have to forgo other work 
in order to be able to go, discussions 
took place. After Mr. Sioman phoned 
me at my home several times to try to 
persuade me to attend, I eventually 
agreed and a deal was struck. ! 
subsequently was unable to accept 
other work offered to me for the same 
period, It was therefore somewhat of 
a surprise when in January 1987 
(some weeks later) my agent con- 
tacted Mr. Sioman to ask where the 
agreed letter of confirmation was 
(which had been in the post some 
weeks earlier) - he was told that there 
had been a change of plan, after 
Colin's article in a British newspaper 
about Michael Grade it was thought 
inappropriate to have me in New 
Orleans for the opening of the exhibit. 
Mv aaent pointed out that a deal 

had been made and agreed to on the 
phone The reaction, in a nutshell and 
after ail the ducking and diving had 
been reduced to its basism was 
"prove it!" 

When I subsequently heard from 
several reliable and unconnected 
sources that they had been appalled 
to hear several palpable untruths 
about me personally and pro- 
fessionally from the lips of Mr Sioman 
I realized just what I had been deal- 
ing with, 

Now that 1 am distanced from direct 
involvement in the show for some two 
years or more, i have realized that it's 
great and wonderfully unexpected of 
many PBS stations who have dropped 
the show because, despite its conti- 
nuing popularity with the viewers, it is 
getting to be too expensive to buy. 1 
am hearing of increasing reticence 
to mount conventions because 
Lionheart will only supply videos of 
the show at punitive rates. Fans love 
to watch videos of their favourite show 
together, with a host of other fans, 
even though they have their own 
copy at home - eeek, is he talking 
about pirate copied? Hearsay lighten- 
ing bolts will wipe him off the face of 
the Earth! But I refuse to be coy and 
do not believe that the interchange 
of 18th generation camera copies of 
Doctor Who stories has ever stopped 
a fan from watching that episode 
again, at a convention together with 


other fans. The availability of stories at 
Conventions, in good quality copies 
has always been a major attraction 
for fans and to attempt to make too 
much money from such a limited and 
single showing, will, I believe, result in 
the inevitable and gradual decline 
of the popularity of the programme. 
The fans will bedriven, inexorably in- 
to the arms of more "user friendly" 
programmes, who do not try to 
squeeze the last cent out of an admit- 
tedly large, but not wealthy market. 

There is, of course, nothing wrong in 
trying not to lose - which can be 
paraphrased as "making a profit". I 
loved playing the Doctor, but I did get 
paid for it (not as much as your 
fevered imaginings dear reader - but 
tilling a need and expecting a profit 
from so doing. Our two great nations 
survive on precisely that basis, But it 
has to be moderated with a little 
common sense. I think it is known to 
economists as obeying market forces, 

In addition to the many fan clubs in 
the United States, DWFCA ana Spirit of 
Light (inter alia) have risked a lot to 
promote and promulgate the show 
over some years - in the hope and 
belief that giving the fans of the show 
a service would also result in them 
making a living. As always there were 
shadowy figures waiting in the wings, 
taking no risks and waiting for the 
right time to move in upon what they 
percieve to be a golden goose. 

I know that people involved in DWFCA 
and Spirit of Light actually did care 
about both the show and its fans. As 
I did; it was a job, yes but much more 
than a job it was the way I learned my 
living, but in return I owed a duty of 
care I was very much aware of the 22 
years that preceeded my involve- 
ment in the show and the millions of 
people who to varying degress liked, 
ioved and yes even were obsessed 
with the show to varying degrees. Vou 
can’t please everyone of course, nor 
do I belivethatyou should try. The end 
result would be bland, homogenised 
pap. But you can do your best to keep 
the ball rolling (no, were no longer in 
the relay race analogy!) - perhaps in 
new directions, as long as it's the 
same ball. I tried and I really did care 
I was frequently - for that reason - a 
thorn in the collective and individual 
fiesh of many people, 

it is not just because Ron Katz of 
DWFCA has asked me to write this 
piece that I say that l know he cared 
and still cares and to prove that I will 
add that Norman Rubenstein of Spirit 
of Light (arguably a business rival of 
Ron Katz) also cared. 

Certainly John Nathan-Turner cared 
and more keenly felt the need to 
safeguard the programme entrusted 
to his care than any other producer 
I know. We none of us like adverse 
criticism and we all at times receive 
it. But it's criticism which we percieve 
as unjust, or based on false or 
mistaken premises, that really hurts. 
Although J N-T has always been ad- 
mirably stoical about taking critisism 
from fans , I cannot believe that he 
has not been hurt by the unfair 
criticism from certain quarters within 
British fandom that he has been 
motivated in his development of the 
show over the years he has been 
associated with by considerations 
other than the good of the pro- 
gramme. 1 know that J N-T has cared 
about the programme enormously 
and always sought for ways to im- 
prove it. It is always easier to sneer, 
carp, cavil and jeer than it is to ac- 
tually do the job of producing quali- 
ty television year after year. Now that 
John too maybe is leaving the show, 

I hope I join you in wishing him the 
greatest success in future ventures, 
which I'm sure will be many and 
varied. 

Finally, dear reader, lest we part com- 
pany weighed down by gloom and 
despondency, may I reiTerate that 
playing the Doctor was unques- 
tionably the high spot of my profes- 
sional life. I worked with a great team 
from J N-T down to the newest floor 
assistant. Everyone always had enor- 


mous enthusiasm for the project and 
enormous fun actually doing it, 

1 loved working with so many splendid 
actors - lovely companion Nicola 
Bryant in particular, dear much loved 
and much more missed Patrick 
Troughton, irrepressible Fraser Hines, 
my splendid friend Anthony Ainely, 
wonderful Kate O'Mara, the wicked 
and witty Michael Jayston, Brian 
Blessed, Joan Sim, Geoffrey Hughes, 
Gawn Granger, Laurence Payne, 
Jackie Pearce, Maurice Denham, 
Tony Selby, Martin Jarvis, Jason Con- 
nery and many others too numerous 
and talented to mention - not the 
least the multi-talented Bonnie 
Langford who had barely set foot in 
the TARDIS when I drank my carrot 
juice and left. The list really does read 
like a Who's Who (sorry) of British 
Theatre - all of whom wanted to be in- 
volved in a programme which has 
become more than just a pro- 
gramme. It is a part of our television 
heritage, and for a short while f was 
honoured to wear it's most glittering 
crown. I do hope that it will continue 
long into the future - but I wonder...... 



Classified ads may b© placed in the Whavlan 
Times tor S 15.00 tor four lines, sixty-five characters 
per line Each additional line or portion of a line 
is $5,00 extra. Our classf ited section is intended 
to be a fan communique and not a commercial 
endeavor, DWFCA, Ina claims no responsibility 
for any tape swopping, tape sol ling, Illegal sales 
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from this column that turn out to be a flop 


So male issue of oenetrating biblical journal on 

separation of church and stale fertinenl 
Comprehensive-Clear, Send ,Su P St hr to: 
American Sentinel, 90. Bo 1122, Ringgold, GA 
30736. 


CONVENTIONEERS GUIDE 

Over 60 Fantasy and Science Fiction Cons listed 
in each issue. For your copy, send $2 00 to; Im- 
possible Dreams, to. Box 2251 Warner Robbins, 
GA, 31099. 


Doctor Who collection for sale. Annuals, toys, 
weeklys. monthly^. Send want lists, if l don't have 
it, ill find it. Send SASE to: Dale Santos, 1514 Richh 
mond St., El Cerrito. CA 94530, 


FREE DOCTOR WHO CATALOGUE 

Latest catalogue of Doctor Who - plus Blake's 7, 
Avengers, Prisoner, Worrel Gummidge Robin of 
Sherwood, Gerry Anderson, UNCLE,, Bond, Star 
Trek. Books, magazines, annuals, comics, photos 
and more Send three 25 cent stamps to: DOC- 
TOR WHO, RO. BOX 34112, CHICAGO, ll 60634. 


SOUTH CAROLINA DOCTOR WHO FAN CLUB 

WE ARE AN UP AND COMING FAN CUJB1N SOUTH 
CAROLINA LOOKING FOR WHOVIANS AND 
SCIENCE FICTION GOERS IN GENERAL (BLAKES 7, 
TRIPODS, PRISONER, ETC). THOSE INTERESTED, 
PLEASE SEND S.ASE TO ; CLAUDIA 8URRETTO, 
(CHANCELOR) OR BRYAN KELLER, fGALL I EREVAN 
AMBASSADOR), SCDWFC, RO, BOX 2332, COWM 
B1A, SC 29202. OR CALL CLAUDIA (803) 256-3146 
AFTER 5 PM EST„ OR BRYAN AT 803-754-2630 
ANYTIME, HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON, 

CONVENTION 


HOT LINE 

St. Louis Fantasy Fair 

March 31, April 1st & 2nd, 1989. The 
Brecken ridge Frontenac Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo. Confirmed guests: John 
Levene, Janet Fielding. Ten native 
guests: Sally Knyvette, Frazier Hines, 
Linda Thorson. 


TOP 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


Below Is a list of the top local 
(regional) Doctor Who Fan Clubs in 
the United States. For those of you 
interested in fandom on a local level, 
we suggest you contact the club 
nearest you. 


DWFCA TAMPA SAY CHAPTER 
RO. BOX 340120 
TAMPA, FL 33694 
CONTACT: CHRISTY STRONG 

EARTH BOUND TIMELORDS 
RO. BOX 653 
MILAN. IL 61264 
CONTACT: JOFFRE WISE tl 

THE JERSEY JAGAROTH 

14 MILLS ST *2 
MORRISTOWN, NJ 07960 
CONTACT: MARK MODIG 

THE PRYDONIANS OF PRYNCETON 
359 NASSAU STREET 
PRINCETON, NJ 08543 
CONTACT: TOM BECK 

PRYDONIAN RENEGADES OF 
LAFAYETTE 

C / O PRESTON & ASSOCIATES 
RO. BOX 2732 
WEST LAFAYETTE, IN 47906 
CONTACT STUART WEISS 

RADIO FREE GALLIFREY 
RO. BOX 9853 
SPOKANE, WA 99209 
CONTACT: CLAY BRESHEARS 

ROCHESTER UNITED WHOVIANS 

15 SOUTHRIDGE DRIVE 
ROCHESTERM, NY 14626 
CONTACT: SANDY PANNONI 

GALLIFREYAN EMBASSY OF LONG 
ISLAND 

232 HOKE AVE. 

OCEANSIDE, NJ 11572 
CONTACT: LOUIS TRAPANI 

TANGI TARDIS TRAVELERS 
RO. BOX 1975 
HAMMOND, LA 70404 
CONTACT: GWYN ROSS 

THETA SiGMA SOCIETY 
RD. # 1, BOX 65 
RINGOES, NJ 08551 
CONTACT: MARY ANN MASON 

TIME MEDDLERS 
704 N. CAMDEN DRIVE 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90210 
CONTACT: DANiELA GURA 

ARCALIANS OF ALBUQUERQUE 
13508 CHICO COURT N.E. 
ABUJQUERQUE, NM 87123 
CONTACT: MiCHAEL MCAFEE 

BAY-AREA UNIT 
570 WEBSTER DRIVE 
MARTINEZ, CA 94553 
CONTACT ANAMARIA ZAVALA 


Special Pre-Registration (3 days) 
$35.00 Good unit! 02/15/89, Send 
all inquiries to: 

St. Louis Fantasy Fair 
RO. Box 4302 

Chesterfield. MO 63006-4302 

Timelord '89 

September 22-24, 19S9 
Ramada Inn — Columbus, Ohio 
Confirmed Guests: 

Anthony Ainley The Master 

Nicholas Courtney The Brigadier 
John Nathan-Turner DW Producer 

Sand, all registrations nr infgrmaticm requests | with 

a EBlf-flddrflssed Stamp&d snvsiope. pttaiej to: 

S3 

Timelord '83 
667 £. Church St. 

L ajfe ff Urbana, OH. 43076 
■?- -J) U.S.A. 


All Creation Convention inquiries 
call: 516-SHOWMAN 


THE BUFFALO TIME COUNCIL 
145 BAYNES AVE. 

BUFFALO. NY 14213 
CONTACT; DENNIS BLAKE 

Unearthly Children 
RO. Box 652 
Richmond, FA 18954 
Contact: Wil Shrader 

WHONIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
15301 WILLWOOD DR 
MINNETONKA, MN 55345 
CONTACT: MICHAEL LEE 

GUARDIANS OF GALLIFREY 
9557 MONTELLO DR 
ORLANDO, FL 32817 
CONTACT: DIANE MILKELSEN 

TIMELORDS OF BRAINERD 
RO. BOX 240 
BRAINERD, MN 56401 
CONTACT: LARRY PASCHELKE 
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The following article is written ex- 
clusively for the Whovian Times by 
Colin Baker Although Colin left the 
series over two years ago, it is only 
now that he felt up to writing about 
it and telling his story. Even though 
there have been articles written 
about the Michael Grade-Cotin 
Baker-Doctor Who incident, this is the 
only article penned by that razor- 
tongued rascal himself. We hope you 
enjoy it. 


Buenas TARDIS 

"Change my dears and several years 
too soon" - would, I suppose rather 
neatly sum up the events of 
November 1986. Having finished my 
second full series of Doctor Who? I felt 
the bit was now between my teeth 
and I was raring to go on Season 24. 
But . .instead of calling me with the 
details of the new Season, John 
Nathan -Turner, the programme's pro- 
ducer, had the far from enviable task 
of telling me that Michael Grade, 
Controller of BBC 1 (which to you dear 
reader is roughly translated as “he 
who must be obeyed"), had passed 
down the decree that the Sixth Doc- 
tor should move over for the Seventh 
in the new series. It was quite a bomb- 
shell. John did everything he could, 
without putting his own job on the line, 
to defend his choice of Doctor - par- 
ticularly as he and David Reid (who 
had been the Head of Series and 
Serials at the BBC in 1983) had both 
asked me to commit myself to the 
show for a minimum of 4 years - to 
which commitment I had readily 
agreed. The only reason offered to 
John for my "departure" was that 
three years was the optimum time for 
any one actor to portray Britain's 
favourite Time Traveller. JN-T also told 
me that 'They" would like me to do the 
first story of the new series in order to 
effect a regeneration between myself 
and whomsoever might be selected 
as my successor, I'm afraid that I did 
not respond favourably to that sug- 
gestion. I have, since that decision, 
received some letters from those who 
felt that I was selfish, that I should have 
bitten the bullet for the sake of the 
programme and it's established tradi- 
tion and sacrificed my own personal 
feelings for the sake of the fans. 
However it was November 1986. The 
new series would start in production 
in May 1987 and would not reach the 
screens until September of that year 
- so I would stilt have been the Doctor, 
in the public eye for almost a further 
year, without any of the benefits of so 
being, when I needed to establish my 
free-lance credentials again as swift- 
ly as possible. I have a family to sup- 
port, after all. It would have been as 
near impossible as makes no matter 
to find other employment which 
would allow me to remain free for four 
weeks some six months thence In- 
deed, had l agreed, against my bet- 
ter judgement, to those episodes and 
the regeneration, I would have miss- 
ed out on one of the best plays that 
I have ever encountered in my profes- 
sional career. ’Corpse" opened in 
Bromley in March 1987, toured for 
three months and came in to the 
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to play the wonderful 
Evelyn and his ruthless twin Rupert 
and to work with the splendid Jack 
Watling (father of Debbie Watling of 
Second Doctor fame). And to be very 
honest, it would quite simply have hurt 
too much to protract the parting. I 
loved the part, the programme, the 
production team and the crew too 
much. It would have taken a much 
stronger man than I to twiddle my 
fingers for five months and turn up just 
to tie up the loose ends before giving 
my favourite toy to someone else to 
play with. My good friends, the 
wonderful Pip and Jane Baker (no 
relation) tried very hard to persuade 
me to change my mind . They promis- 
ed me a thundering good exit story - 
I had sufficient confidence in both 
their complete understanding of the 
Sixth Doctor's persona and character 
and their ability to make it a great 
departure to know that it would nave 
been just that - but I had to decline. 
But I did make an appointment to see 
Jonathan Fbweil, who had taken over 
from David Reid as head of Series 
and Serials and who was situated in 
the BBC hierarchy between Michael 
Grade and John Nathan-Turner, and 
who had delivered the “Long Live the 
Doctor" order to the latter, When we 
met in his office "upstairs" in 
Shepherds Bush, London W12, 
Jonathan Rowell was disarmingly 
pleasant and asked what he could 
do for me. He listened to my careful 
but detailed expression of mv 
perception of the grievance which 
felt, attentively, He assured me that 
neither he nor Michael Grade were in 
any way dissatisfied with my portrayal 
of the Doctor, It was just that they felt 
that after three years it was time to 
move on. They felt that the Doctor 
should change every three years, I 
ventured to suggest that aside from 
the interruption of production when 
Michael Grade controversially “axed" 
then reinstated the show, in a 
maelstrom of press and public 
outrage I still had not yet been involv- 
ed with the show for three years, and 
had only completed two years of 
work. He however said that he and 
M.G. considered that to be effective- 
ly a three year period! I also explain- 
ed the reasons for my disinclination to 
commit myself to the one story (four 
episodes of a half hour each) re- 
quired for the regeneration, but that 
1 would consider doing the whole 
series of fourteen episodes and leav- 
ing at the end. He said that he would 
discuss this suggestion with Michael 
Grade and would be grateful if I 
could further ponder the possibility of 
doing just the first story. He promised 
to get back to me when they had 
deliberated. 1 never heard another 
word from him. 

(An interesting footnote is that 
Jonathan Powell has now moved in- 
to Michael Grade's job as Controller 
since the latter left to take over Chan- 
nel Four Television - so I suppose one 
will perhaps now discover where the 
greater antipathy to the programme 
lay?) 

Ironically, a few days after this 
meeting, the BBC Publicity Depart- 
ment contacted my agent to invite 
me to be a guest of the BBC in New 
York and las Angeles the following 
month, to take part in Americas 
celebrations for 50 years of British 


Broadcasting. I was asked as a 
representative of the BBC's most suc- 
cessful and popular export - "Doctor 
Whd?", which was quite simply the 
one BBC product thai the PBS stations 
in America could not get enough of. 
Indeed 1 was once asked by senior 
executive of Lionheart Television 
(before that organization became 
wholly owned by the BBC) to use my 
best endeavours to persuade "the 
BBC" to make more episodes of “Doc- 
tor Who” every year. He explained to 
me that his job of selling BBC product 
to the Television Stations was made 
much easier when he could satisfy 
their appetite for ’Doctor Who". Such, 
you see, is the power of you the fan, 
when you get together with your 


fellows to pledge and lobby your 
local station. 

He was I think, surprised and not a lit- 
tle disbelieving when I explained that 
actors in Britain have considerably 
less influence on the Television Com- 
panies and their corporate decision 
making than do our counterparts in 
the U.S. In fact, I had about as much 
input into the process as Jon Pertwee 
has influence on the polarity of the 
neutron flow! Also, 1 explained, the 
structure of the BBC was such that they 
were not motivated by the considera- 
tions which affect the majority of the 
Western world (ie. the potential com- 
mercial value of their output). The 
sale of BBC Television Programmes is 
the concern of BBC Enterprises - 
which is separate from the 
programme-making arm of the BBC, 
which, by its charter is precluded 
from making a profit. The revenue of 
these sales is then either used for 
specific projects or ploughed back 
into the general BBC coffers. It does 
not, except indirectly and dispropor- 
tionately, get back to the department 
which makes the particular pro- 
gramme, nor is it reflected in the 
budget of that programme. So there 
is no incentive for a producer, or 
head of department, or indeed a 
controller to allow the potential 
overseas sales of a programme to in- 
fluence their decision as to its making 
or otherwise, The fact that in a single 
year the sales of “Doctor Who" 
worldwide can gross more than is 
spent making the show each year is 
not a factor which motivates the pro- 
gramme makers. 

(Tell that to NBC or ABC etclil) Their 
only brief is to make programmes for 
the domestic UK market, And Michael 
Grade is on record as having made 
precisely that point. 


This necessarily potted dissertation 
about the BBC explains also why I can 
be "sacked" in Britain one day and 
paraded in the States the next to ex- 
emplify the success of the BBC. 

As the aforesaid sacking had not yet 
been promulgated in the medid; 
and I was in no hurry to spill the beans 
as it meant there was still time to alter 
the course of destiny, I decided to go 
along on the admittedly slim hope 
that something might happen to 
deviate the fickle finger of fate from 
pointing quite so insistently and ir- 
ritatingly in my direction, in fact, t 
socialised with Aiisdair Milne - the 
Director General of the BBC ( # 1 hon- 
cho) Bill Cotton- the Managing Direc- 
tor ( # 2 ditto) both of whom were ab- 
solute gentlemen, courteous, affable 
and most solicitous of the well being 
of the three actors who had been 
wheeled out to wave the flag. In ad- 
dition to yours truly, there was also Bob 
Reck and Joanne Whaliey, who had 
starred in a really wonderful series 
called ’The Edge of Darkness" which 
had been, quite rightly, the BBC's 
critical success of 1986, It ever you get 
the chance to see it do so. We were 
in the company of moguls, big 
businessmen, producers and money 
men from the American television 
and film industry, none of whom really 
knew who we were (one is tempted to 
say "nor did I care" but that would 
probably not be fair - anyway why 
should they know?) Suffice it to say 
that but for the concern and kindness 
shown by Aiisdair Milne on one occa- 
sion we would have feit partricularly 
”de trop". it was therefore very sad to 
read some months later than an inter- 
nal upheaval within the BBC had 
resuited in the premature resignation 
"for personal reasons" of Aiisdair 
Milne, followed swiftly by the retire- 
ment of Bill Cotton. 

One of the several applicants for the 
job of Director General was Michael 
Grade. Those who are concerned for 
the future of "Doctor Who" will be 
relieved to read that he did not get 
the job- and resigned shortly 
thereafter, when - it is rumoured - a 
man with whom he could not get on 
was appointed Deputy Director 
General. He now runs our fourth TV 
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